Galt Joint Union Elementary School District

1018 C Street, Suite 210, Galt, CA 95632
A G et 209-744 4545 / 209-744-4553 fax / www.galt.k12.ca.us

November 8, 2021

To: Assemblyman Jim Cooper Senator Susan Talamantes Eggman
Representing House District 09 Representing Senate District 05
State Capitol Room 6025 31 E. Channel, Suite 440
PO Box 942849 Stockton, CA 95202

Sacramento, CA 94249-0009

Congressman Jerry McNerney Supervisor Don Nottoli

Representing California’s 9th District Sacramento County Board of Supervisors
2222 Grand Canal Blvd. #7 700 H Street, Suite 2450

Stockton, CA 95207 Sacramento, CA 95814

Governor Gavin Newsom
1303 10th Street, Suite 1173
Sacramento, CA 95814

From: Galt Joint Union Elementary School District Board of Trustees

Subject: October 1, 2021 Proposal for COVID-19 Vaccine Requirement for Schools

The Galt Joint Union Elementary School District (GJUESD) serves approximately 3,500
students in prekindergarten through eighth grade. It employs over 500 staff members that
operate a school readiness center, five elementary schools, and one middle school.

The GJUESD has implemented the COVID-19 Public Health Guidance for K-12 Schools in
California since reopening for full in-person instruction on August 19, 2021. Following these
guidelines, GJUESD has experienced a downward trend of positive COVID-19 cases and with
students and staff in quarantine. We continue to prioritize the health and safety of our students
and staff by following this guidance.

The Governor’s October 1, 2021 announcement of a mandatory vaccine requirement for all
students and staff has created unrest and controversy in our communities and school systems
like no other. Parents, staff, and community members have expressed concern regarding the
lack of parental and personal choice with this proposed mandate.

In opposition to this vaccine mandate, GJUESD had 34% of our students and 15% of our staff
absent from school on Monday, October 18, 2021. By instituting a state-wide mandate of this
fashion, families in GJUESD will be forced to make a personal decision that could include
pulling their children from public education. Such a state mandate will increase the declining
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enrolliment we have in GJUESD and many similar districts in California. State-wide, enrollment
in K-12 public schools declined by almost 3% in 2020-21 and the California Department of
Finance projects enrollment will decrease 11.4% by 2031.

The governing board of the GJUESD requests that the governor and legislature uphold the
constitutionally guaranteed right to provide informed consent before proceeding with any
medical procedure. The state should allow for parents, students, and staff to have a choice in
the matter by recommending and not requiring the COVID-19 vaccine for students and staff of
K-12 Local Education Agencies. The current weekly testing or voluntary vaccination system is
working well in GJUESD. If the vaccine is mandatory, GJUESD requests the ability to honor
religious, medical, and personal belief exemptions.

In conclusion, we respectfully request that you listen to the voices of parents requesting
informed consent as you make decisions based on this proposal to mandate vaccines for all
students and staff in K-12 schools.

Sincerely,

Galt Joint Union Elementary School Board of Trustees
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Thomas Silva, Board President Wesley B. Cagle, Vice President
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Traci Skinner, Clerk Grace Y. Malson, Board Representative
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Casey Raboy, Member Lois Yount, Superintendent
cc: Olivia Kasirye, MD, MS, Sacramento County Public Health Officer

Tomas J. Aragén, MD., D. PH, State Public Health Officer & Director



	Agenda
	Closed Session
	Meeting Protocol
	Reports
	LCAP Goal 1
	LCAP Goal 2
	Other Reports
	212.247 Consent Calendar
	212.248 Consent Calendar Item Removed
	212.249 Annual Org Meeting
	212.250 Res 6; Auth Signatories
	212.251 HeART MOU
	212.252 Board Policies
	212.253 Public Hearing Ed Effectiveness Block Grant
	212.254 CSEA Initial Proposal 2021-22



